
Autumn is the time of year when the organisers of the 
National Garden Scheme (NGS) ask people to register for the 
following summer’s programme of Open Garden events. Local 
gardening enthusiast Justine Dixon of Hook offers an insight 
into what goes into opening your garden to visitors as 
part of the NGS scheme:
Following my successful opening in 2017, this year was time to 
relax, reflect and plan to open again in 2019. My registration has 
been filled in online and I have set the date for Sunday 26 May 
2019, from 12 noon to 4pm. I invite a few stallholders to make more 
of the event, so I’ve contacted a plant nursery, a local hedgehog 
rescue centre and volunteers from St. Mary’s Church in the village, 
who run a magnificent cake stall in aid of church funds. My 
neighbour kindly serves delicious, home-baked refreshments and 
visitors seem to linger longer and enjoy the whole event. I’m 
fortunate to have access to a neighbour’s yard, so have off-road 
parking for the event - I would never have considered opening my 
garden otherwise.
Willing volunteers are persuaded to help out by collecting 
admission money, supervising the car park and helping to serve 
the refreshments as I’m busy chatting to visitors throughout the 
afternoon. We also have to remember to organise tables and 
chairs for our visitors to use as they enjoy their refreshments. 
The NGS provides signs and posters for the event, which I have 
just pre-ordered. Look out for Rosemary Cottage in their ‘yellow 
book’ of open gardens and on their website (www.ngs.org.uk). If 
you have a smart phone, you can download the NGS app.
There have been a few changes within my garden and I have a 
few more planned during the autumn and winter months in 
preparation for my open garden event. I don’t want to give too 
much away yet, but you can have a sneaky peek at my website 
www.rosemarycottagehook.co.uk, which will be updated over the 
winter.
As my garden is mainly planted with perennials, shrubs, roses and 
climbers, now’s the time when I do any new planting or relocating 
of shrubs as the ground is still warm and encourages new roots to 
establish quickly before the frosts arrive and the ground is cold.
In late October or early November I start the big tidy up. The 
climbing roses are pruned back hard to a frame and, once the 
honeysuckle berries have been eaten by the birds, they are all 
pruned hard too. I rake up fallen leaves and pile them in my wild 
corner for my hedgehog visitors as they will be looking for places 
to hibernate. As I wander around my garden, I remember where 
gaps are in borders and think about what I’d like to plant there 
and when I want it to be flowering. My perennial garden is at its 
best from late May into late June, when the first flush of flowers is 
followed by the roses, other shrubs and fruit trees. Now’s the time 
to check tree and climber supports, and repair anything before the 
winter winds arrive and the garden falls asleep for its winter 
slumber.
My advice is to always plant in the autumn and reap the rewards 
next year; it works for me.
You can follow Justine and her garden on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram – search for Rosemary Cottage, Hook, East Yorkshire.

A time of planning and preparation


